The Plants That Ate Lunch

A story about carnivorous plants

Niaand Kai stepped into the warm greenhouse with their teacher, Ms.
Patel. Water trickled down arock wall, moss covered the tables, and
strange plants grew in shallow trays. One plant looked like atiny green
mouth with red jaws. 'Is that plant smiling? Kai whispered. Nialeaned
closer. 'Or waiting for lunch?

Science ldea

Carnivorous plants are plants that can trap small animals, usually insects, to get extra
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A Plant Witha Trap

Ms. Patel smiled. 'That isaVenusflytrap,' she said. ‘It is till aplant. It
makes food from sunlight, just like other green plants. But it grows in soil
that does not have many nutrients.' Nia frowned. 'So it needs another way
to get what the soil does not giveit? 'Exactly,’ said Ms. Patel.

Science ldea
Venus flytraps use special leaves that close when tiny trigger hairs are touched.
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The Quick Snap

Ms. Patel pointed to the inside of the trap. 'See the tiny hairs? If an insect
touches them more than once, the trap can snap shut.' Kai's eyes widened.
'So the leaf isthetrap? 'Yes,' said Ms. Patel. 'The plant slowly digeststhe
insect and absorbs nutrients from it." Niawhispered, 'That is the strangest
lunch | have ever seen.’

Science ldea
The trap does not chew. It closes and rel eases digestive juices that break down the insect.
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Pitchers and Sticky Drops

Farther down the greenhouse path, they saw tall pitcher plants shaped like
cups. Ms. Patel gently lifted one leaf. 'Insects can dlip into the pitcher and
have trouble climbing out,' she explained. Nearby, a sundew sparkled with
sticky drops. "Those shining drops can trap tiny insects too.' Kai shook his
head. 'These plants have so many tricks!'

Science ldea
Pitcher plants use cup-shaped leaves. Sundews use sticky drops to catch small insects.
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Why Eat | nsects?

Nialooked around at the wet mossy soil. 'Why do these plants live here?
Ms. Patel explained, ‘Many carnivorous plants grow in bogs or wet places
where the soil islow in nutrients. They still need sunlight, air, and water,
but insects give them extra nutrients like nitrogen.' Kai nodded. 'So they
are not monsters. They are survivors.'

Science | dea
Carnivorous plants often live in nutrient-poor wetlands and use insects for extra nutrients.
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The Greenhouse Secr et

On the way out, Nia drew aVenus flytrap, a pitcher plant, and a sundew in
her notebook. Kai wrote one sentence under her drawing: Some plants do
not chase lunch. They wait for lunch to come to them. Ms. Patel laughed.
‘That is a perfect greenhouse discovery.' The children looked back at the
strange, beautiful plants with new respect.

Science ldea

Carnivorous plants are still producers because they make sugar using sunlight. Insects
give them extra nutrients, not their main food.
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Science Element

Carnivorous plants are special plants that trap and digest small
animals, usually insects. They still make their own food using
sunlight through photosynthesis. They catch insects because
many live in poor soil that does not provide enough nutrients.
Examplesinclude Venus flytraps, pitcher plants, sundews, and
bladderworts.
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